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Education: 
High School: Archbishop Mitty High School,  San Jose, CA.  (Student Body President)
College: Two years, University of California, Santa Barbara

Employment:
1980 – 1992: Worked in public relations and marketing in Los Angeles, focus in the publishing industry.

1994 – 1996: Freelance web developer in Northern California, Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay
Area. Became one of four developers recommended by Earthlink.

1996 – 1999: Owner,  New West Media, a web development firm in Northern California. 

1997-1999: Started and ran the Tibetan Students Project, raising sponsorships for Tibetan refugee 
children in Dharamsala, India. Raised $45,000 in computer software and equipment for a computer 
training center in Dharamsala. The center is still running and is currently operated by Tibetans in the 
community.

1999 – present:  Owner and Founder,  TheCommunity.com, an online network for peacebuilding and 
human rights. TheCommunity.com works with the Nobel Peace Prize winners; 27 of the living Nobel 
Peace Prize laureates have been involved in projects on the site, as have Michael Douglas, Bono, George 
Clooney, Paul McCartney and others.  More detail available at http://thecommunity.com 

1999 - present: Owner and Founder, Silverado Trail Media.  Web development and online media firm. 
Wordpress, ecommerce, custom php. Samples of work available to http://silveradotrailmedia.com

2006 - present:  International PR Rep for Nobel Peace Prize winner and former President of East Timor 
José Ramos-Horta. Drafted, edited and placed media in NY Times, Wall Street Journal, International 
Herald Trbune, and more. Booked electronic media. Designed and built new web site for the Presidentcy 
when he was in office. Wrote and executed social media strategy. 

Samples: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jose-ramoshorta/benghazi-was-not-the-begi_b_1885149.html
(placed on top left of front page, Huffington Post)

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/17/opinion/elections-to-be-proud-of.html?_r=0



thecommunity.com
network for peace and human rights

About TheCommunity.com

The Nobel Peace Prize is the world's most prestigious award. It is given to extraordinary men and 
women who have had devoted themselves to the cause of peace and shown us, often at great 
personal risk and sacri�ce, how much one person can do to make a better world.   

TheCommunity.com has been working with the Nobel Peace Prize recipients for more than six years 
--- at times, it is the online home of the Laureates. Today, this web site's network of friendships and 
alliances form the foundation for the launch of a powerful social network for global change. 

History 

TheCommunity.com began in 1999 as a portal for non-profit groups, a space where the groups 
could “cross pollinate” and work jointly on projects. The initial partners included Habitat for 
Humanity, CARE, Amnesty International, and others. The site conducted the first “high tech day” 
for Habitat for Humanity, prompting Bay Area high tech companies, including Cisco, Apple, Sun, 
Adobe, and others – to sponsor and send staff to three simultaneous Habitat builds in the Bay 
Area.

In 2000 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate José Ramos-Horta from East Timor became involved in the 
site through a project with one of the site’s partner organizations, Peacejam. This began a new 
phase in the development of the site and led to ongoing relationships and projects with many of 
the Nobel Peace Prize recipients. 

In 2001 TheCommunity.com was the exclusive Internet outlet for the collective statements of 
the Nobel Peace Prize recipients post 9/11. The site carried statements from 25 of the 28 living 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, including Mikhail Gorbachev, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, the 
Dalai Lama, and others. It was covered by Associated Press, the Washington Post, USA Today, 
the Chicago Tribune, the Hong Kong Morning Post, the Malaysia New Straits Times, as well as 
many others. It was talked about on the CNN Morning show, and pushed out on a daily basis from 
the Yahoo news sections. America Online created a section to link to the site. 
TheCommunity.com was selected the number two site in that year’s top ten sites in USA Today.

The site has continued to act as a central point for a number of projects with the Nobel Laure-
ates. In 2003 the organization was invited to participate in the annual Summit Meeting of Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureates, held in Rome, and produced by Walter Veltroni, Mayor of Rome, and 
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History

Notable achievements and programs through TheCommunity.com:

● With Nobel Peace Prize laureate José Ramos-Horta, created a section on TheCommunity.com with the 
Nobel Peace Prize winners after 9/11.  I personally contacted the offices of each of the Nobel Laureates 
and got statements from them regarding 9/11. This included statements from President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, and others -- a total of 25 of the 28 living Nobel Laureates. 
  
Placed an international AP story on the section, multiple links from Yahoo! news page on 9/11, a section 
created on AOL linking to the site, stories in the Washington Post, Malaysia New Straits Times, Hong Kong 
Morning Post, CNN Morning show, and links to TheCommunity.com in 20 countries. 

TheCommunity.com was listed as the number two site of the year in USA Today’s top ten sites of 2001. 

● Booked and placed media for the Nobel Laureates on the subject of 9/11 with CNN (both English and 
Spanish),  NPR, the New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, LA Times, and others. 

● Initiated and executed,  with sponsorship from UN Foundation, the webcast of East Timor’s Indepen-
dence Day events in 2002, when the UN handed the reins of the country to its newly elected govern-
ment and the country became the world’s newest democracy. Co-hosted VIP luncheon at the UN when 
East Timor was inducted as the UN’s newest member State. 
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● Partnered with a kindergarten teacher in the Bay Area, and one of our partner groups, Roots of Peace, 
on a program with kindergarten students to schoolchildren in a school in Croatia that had been bombed 
out.  Children raised funds through chores and garage sales, sent gifts, and rebuilt the kitchen in the 
school. 

● Conceived and started taping “What’s so hard about Peace?”, a series of interviews for television with 
the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates being interviewed by celebrities. Raised initial funding. Three episodes 
have been shot  -- Bono with Mikhail Gorbachev, Michael Douglas with nuclear scientist Joseph Rotblat, 
Paul Simon with the Dalai Lama.  Participation has been confirmed by seven other Nobel Laureates. 

● Brought Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones to Oslo to host the Nobel Concert for Iranian 
human rights attorney Shirin Ebadi.

● When the San Bushmen of Botswana were being evicted from their ancestral homelands in the 
Kalahari and placed in squalid “resettlement camps”, I wrote, arranged and taped a video message from 
Desmond Tutu urging the Botswana government to respect the rights of the San to remain in their land.  
When the San won a legal case allowing them to return to the Kalahari the spokesman for the San said 
that the support of Desmond Tutu had been integral in turning the tide in their favor. 

Exclusive content for the web site is currently in production. A recent interview with Archbishop 
Tutu is already online. Interviews with José Ramos-Horta and President Jimmy Carter were 
recently taped and are in editing.

The Nobel Laureates’ Peace Fund

While TheCommunity.com is a for profit social network, the site receives the support of celebrities 
who enjoy connecting with and supporting the Nobel Laureates, and others who want to volun-
tarily help to spread the messages of the Laureates.  The Nobel Laureates’ Peace Fund 
(www.nobelpeacefund.org) is being established as a non-profit foundation of TheCommunity.com 
to help utilize this support and steer it toward the support of the vital projects of the Laureates. 

A Board of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates will receive and select requests for the use of
these funds.

Summary

TheCommunity.com is in a position to present an entirely different type of media to the world – 
reflecting very real, positive actions to improve conditions in the world. This is not “feel good” 
news, nor is it about wishful thinking for peace.  It is about what must be done, and what is being 
done, to stop the slide toward conflict in various parts of the world. 

An alternative to the daily hammering of negative press currently being delivered by mainstream 
headlines, TheCommunity.com offers the voices of sanity – and a community founded aroune 
voices.

Not only will we launch news and media from these leaders, but by using the technology of social 
networks, can offer users the opportunity to connect with them. For instance, someone can come 
onto our site and connect to Desmond Tutu as a “friend”. When they log in, they will be able to 
receive updates on what Desmond Tutu is doing, what his commentary is on current events, etc. 
In some cases users will even be able to email the Nobel Laureates.  They will also be able to 
connect with like-minded people in other parts of the world, and meet new people who share their 
concerns and causes. 

While at the site, users may shop for and purchase unique products that carry the messages of 
the peace makers – journals with portraits of the Nobel Laureates and their quotes, jewelry 
custom designed to forward the messages, and limited editions signed prints of fine photography 
of the Nobel Laureates. 
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thecommunity.com
network for peace and human rights

About TheCommunity.com

The Nobel Peace Prize is the world's most prestigious award. It is given to extraordinary men and 
women who have had devoted themselves to the cause of peace and shown us, often at great 
personal risk and sacri�ce, how much one person can do to make a better world.   

TheCommunity.com has been working with the Nobel Peace Prize recipients for more than six years 
--- at times, it is the online home of the Laureates. Today, this web site's network of friendships and 
alliances form the foundation for the launch of a powerful social network for global change. 

History 

TheCommunity.com began in 1999 as a portal for non-profit groups, a space where the groups 
could “cross pollinate” and work jointly on projects. The initial partners included Habitat for 
Humanity, CARE, Amnesty International, and others. The site conducted the first “high tech day” 
for Habitat for Humanity, prompting Bay Area high tech companies, including Cisco, Apple, Sun, 
Adobe, and others – to sponsor and send staff to three simultaneous Habitat builds in the Bay 
Area.

In 2000 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate José Ramos-Horta from East Timor became involved in the 
site through a project with one of the site’s partner organizations, Peacejam. This began a new 
phase in the development of the site and led to ongoing relationships and projects with many of 
the Nobel Peace Prize recipients. 

In 2001 TheCommunity.com was the exclusive Internet outlet for the collective statements of 
the Nobel Peace Prize recipients post 9/11. The site carried statements from 25 of the 28 living 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, including Mikhail Gorbachev, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, the 
Dalai Lama, and others. It was covered by Associated Press, the Washington Post, USA Today, 
the Chicago Tribune, the Hong Kong Morning Post, the Malaysia New Straits Times, as well as 
many others. It was talked about on the CNN Morning show, and pushed out on a daily basis from 
the Yahoo news sections. America Online created a section to link to the site. 
TheCommunity.com was selected the number two site in that year’s top ten sites in USA Today.

The site has continued to act as a central point for a number of projects with the Nobel Laure-
ates. In 2003 the organization was invited to participate in the annual Summit Meeting of Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureates, held in Rome, and produced by Walter Veltroni, Mayor of Rome, and 
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l In three different years, brought Yusuf Islam, Peter Gabriel and George Clooney and Don Cheadle to 
Rome for the annual Summit of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates. Thecommunity.com was a partner in the 
Summit. The award and celebrity appearances brought the Summit from obscurity to international recog-
nition and media. 

● Consulted with Richard Branson and Peter Gabriel on the initial phases of the Elders,  a program with 
Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, Jimmy Carter and other notables working together to resolve interna-
tional conflict and human rights issues . 

● Took musician Paul Simon to East Timor, launched program with Jose Ramos-Horta to distribute 4000 
mosquito bed nets to pregnant women and mothers of small children. Sponsored by UN Foundation. Shot 
video for use in UN malaria program.  

● Worked with UN Foundation and Carter Center for Human Rights to rally support on the UN resolution 
for the new Human Right Council which was under attack by the US Administration.  Drafted a letter in 
support of the resolution, got twelve Nobel Peace Prize Laureates signed on to letter, and released it to AP, 
where it ran internationally.  

Liaised with the head of Op Ed at the New York Times on a piece by President Jimmy Carter,  got four key 
Laureates -- current and former Heads of State from four different continents -- to add their signatures. I 
then placed the piece with the NY Times and International Herald Tribune. 

The resolution passed 107-4. The President of the General Assembly stated that the support shown by the 
Nobel Laureates had swung the vote.  

● Set up and taped interviews with Jimmy Carter, Desmond Tutu, José Ramos-Horta and Mikhail Gorbachev 
for TheCommunity.com.

● Drafted and collaborated with Archbishop Desmond Tutu on an open letter to Chinese  officials regarding 
the Dalai Lama and human rights in China. Got signatures in support of the letter including nine other 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, Richard Gere, Harrison Ford, Gwyneth  Paltrow, George Clooney, Queen Noor 
of Jordan, Samuel L. Jackson and more than 30 other notables. 11,000 signatures, 9,000 joined cause on 
Facebook. Press coverage included a worldwide AP article,  International Herald Tribue and LA Times.  I 
was quoted in all major media. 

IN PROGRESS: Preparing to launch a large international campaign on the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Public Service Announcements taped with Desmond tutu, the Dalai Lama, 
Morgan Freeman, Paul McCartney. People Magazine confirmed to run full page ads fo
campaign and videos on People.com.
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Exclusive content for the web site is currently in production. A recent interview with Archbishop 
Tutu is already online. Interviews with José Ramos-Horta and President Jimmy Carter were 
recently taped and are in editing.

The Nobel Laureates’ Peace Fund

While TheCommunity.com is a for profit social network, the site receives the support of celebrities 
who enjoy connecting with and supporting the Nobel Laureates, and others who want to volun-
tarily help to spread the messages of the Laureates.  The Nobel Laureates’ Peace Fund 
(www.nobelpeacefund.org) is being established as a non-profit foundation of TheCommunity.com 
to help utilize this support and steer it toward the support of the vital projects of the Laureates. 

A Board of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates will receive and select requests for the use of
these funds.

Summary

TheCommunity.com is in a position to present an entirely different type of media to the world – 
reflecting very real, positive actions to improve conditions in the world. This is not “feel good” 
news, nor is it about wishful thinking for peace.  It is about what must be done, and what is being 
done, to stop the slide toward conflict in various parts of the world. 

An alternative to the daily hammering of negative press currently being delivered by mainstream 
headlines, TheCommunity.com offers the voices of sanity – and a community founded aroune 
voices.

Not only will we launch news and media from these leaders, but by using the technology of social 
networks, can offer users the opportunity to connect with them. For instance, someone can come 
onto our site and connect to Desmond Tutu as a “friend”. When they log in, they will be able to 
receive updates on what Desmond Tutu is doing, what his commentary is on current events, etc. 
In some cases users will even be able to email the Nobel Laureates.  They will also be able to 
connect with like-minded people in other parts of the world, and meet new people who share their 
concerns and causes. 

While at the site, users may shop for and purchase unique products that carry the messages of 
the peace makers – journals with portraits of the Nobel Laureates and their quotes, jewelry 
custom designed to forward the messages, and limited editions signed prints of fine photography 
of the Nobel Laureates. 
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Peter Gabriel Ltd, Mill Lane, Box, Corsham,
Wiltshire SN13 8PL, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 1225 740600
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R E A L

W O R L D

25th April 2008

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Since meeting Mary Wald in 2002, I have worked with her on various projects
including a video taping regarding Burma and Aung San Suu Kyi.  In 2006 she
oversaw the international press, logistics, and other matters for me and for
my family, when I received the Man of Peace award from the Nobel Peace
Prize Laureates at their Annual Summit in Rome.

More recently she set up and handled arrangements for me to narrate a BBC
special on the work of the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates.

In 2005 Richard Branson and I asked Mary to consult on the initial stages of
the formation of the Elders projects, with Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu
and others. We found her input, her intimate knowledge of the Nobel
Laureates, and her informed judgment invaluable in answering key questions
before us at the time.

I have seen Mary work with the Nobel Laureates, Heads of State, celebrities
and others on peace building and philanthropic efforts. She demonstrates
competence, intelligence and creativity.  I am very happy to recommend her.

Yours,

Peter Gabriel



June 12, 2011

To whom it may concern,

Over the last years, I have had the opportunity to engage in cooperative efforts with Mary’s web
site, TheCommunity.com. She has initiated messages from me on important issues, including the
rights of indigenous people, the abhorrent treatment of the Tibetan people and His Holiness the
Dalai Lama by China, and other issues near to my heart.

I have been pleased to see her carry these messages out, not only on her web site, Facebook and
the Huffington Post, but at times to hundreds of thousands of news outlets.

I have happily referred to Mary as a “co-conspirator”.

God bless you,



PRESIDÊNCIA DA REPÚBLICA

April 25, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

Mary Wald has functioned, on repeated occasions, as my Special Representative in the
United States.

Mary and I have worked together in various capacities and projects since 2000. At that
time she was involved in raising school supplies for my country. I was Acting Foreign
Minister, at a time when my country, East Timor (Timor Leste) was rebuilding after
being devastated by militia in 1999.

In 2001 we created a web site for my fellow Nobel Peace Prize Laureates to speak after
9/11. The site received impressive international media coverage, with a valuable
message of peace building in a time that was traumatic for millions. This action also
led to extensive conversation between the offices of many of the Nobel Peace Prize
Laureates, including communication with the Palestinian Authority and some of the
leading Laureates regarding a goodwill mission by Nobel Laureates to the Middle East.
Mary acted as my liaison on this communication.

In 2002, with the UN Foundation, Mary webcast East Timor’s Independence Day
celebrations, when the United Nations handed the reins of our country over to our
newly elected government and East Timor became the world’s youngest democracy.
Mary produced media for and hosted a lunch at the UN with the United Nations
Development Program when our country was inducted into the UN as its newest nation
state.

In every season, she has worked with me to rally the other Nobel Laureates for vital
causes including Sudan, Iraq and others. She has represented me in drafting sessions
for joint statements of the Nobel Laureates on important international matters. In
2002, when I was on my way to a conference of Nobel Laureates, I was forced to return
home by a terrorist bombing in Bali. I asked Mary to deliver my speech to the
conference for me, which she did.

As I moved on to the positions of Prime Minister and now President, Mary has
continued to provide me with valuable communications support. She and her team in
Los Angeles have introduced celebrities to the cause of East Timor, including Jennifer
Lopez, Antonio Banderas, Peter Gabriel and others. She brought Paul Simon to the
country to distribute mosquito nets as part of our malaria prevention program for small
children and pregnant mothers.
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For many years I have trusted Mary to edit and place my work with international media,
including the New York Times, the International Herald Tribune, the Wall Street
Journal and others. Most recently she worked with me to edit and place -- on CNN.com
-- my first Op Ed article after an assassination attempt. She is extremely literate and
able to navigate politically sensitive material. She demonstrates confidence and
competence in working with high-level editors and agents.

I find Mary extremely bright and creative, and most importantly, trustworthy. I have
repeatedly relied on her good judgment and consider her an asset to the government
of East Timor, and to the world of the Nobel Peace Prize winners.

Cordially,

Dr. José Ramos-Horta
President, Republic of Timor Leste







May 12, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

I have had the distinct pleasure of knowing Mary Wald for over two years. I hired Mary
as a consultant to our company, Origins Natural Resources, a division of the Estee
Lauder companies, Inc., to help us develop a global strategy for social responsibility. As
such, Mary conceived of several initiatives to support our brand platform while bringing
attention to various issues of global scale. In the process, I have gotten to know her very
well, and continue to be in awe of her passion and compassion for humanity.

Mary’s reputation in the world of social awareness, human rights initiatives and peace
related activities is second to none. She is extremely well respected by an international
mix of high profile people, many at senior levels of both government and NGO groups.
She has considerable access to Hollywood and music industry insiders as well, who
seek her wise counsel and support her efforts to promote change in the world.

Mary is articulate, thoughtful and smart! In addition to being an advisor to our brand she
is a person friend, whom I trust implicitly. If you would like to contact me to speak more
about Mary, I would be happy to do so.

Sincerely,
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April 27, 2006

To Whom It May Concern:

I am happy to serve as a personal reference for Mary Wald, with whom I have
worked on a crucial United Nations reform project. We managed to secure signatures
from over a dozen Nobel Prize Laureates for a statement and an OpEd piece during the
crucial negotiations that were taking place in New York to reform the organizationʼs
principle human rights body. Navigating through very complex politics, Mary and I
worked to issue each piece at ideal moments that helped move public opinion and
positions of crucial governments toward the adoption of the final agreement. General
Assembly President Jan Elliason and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan both expressed
to me that it was the Nobel statements that shifted the tide in favor of the adoption.

Having worked for former President Jimmy Carter since 1988, I have had the
occasion to collaborate with leaders from many different organizations on hundreds of
worthy initiatives around the issues of human rights and peace. Mary stands out as one of
those individuals who will seize opportunities effectively by combining her knowledge of
the issues with her inter-personal skills and enormous network of both creative and
influential individuals.

I sincerely hope that we have the opportunity to work together more often and I
would assert that any organization would be truly fortunate to have Mary on their team,
whatever the endeavor.

I would be happy to follow up with additional information if that would be useful.

Sincerely,

Karin D. Ryan
Senior Advisor for Human Rights
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